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ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES
Publication(s) of the week
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Seminar Series
Potential Roles of β-amyloid in an Animal Model of Temporal Lobe Epilepsy -
Prof. Satyabrata KAR
Prof. Satyabrata KAR, Professor of University of Alberta, presented a talk on “Potential Roles of 
β-amyloid in an Animal Model of Temporal Lobe Epilepsy” on 10 June.

Prof. KAR introduced the Kainic acid (KA), an analogue of the excitatory neurotransmitter glutamate, 
in the seminar. KA can trigger seizures and neurotoxicity in the hippocampus and other limbic struc-
tures in a manner that mirrors the neuropathology of human temporal lobe epilepsy (TLE). Since 
amyloid-β (Aβ) peptides, which play a role in Alzheimer’s Disease, can mediate toxicity by activating 
glutamatergic NMDA receptors, it is likely that the enhanced glutamatergic transmission that renders 
hippocampal neurons vulnerable to KA treatment may involve Aβ peptides. Thus, Prof. KAR started 
his research on KA and Aβ to establish what role Aβ plays in KA-induced toxicity.

Prof. KAR systemic injected KA on adult rats and the injection triggered seizures, gliosis and loss of 
hippocampal neurons, along with increased levels/processing of amyloid precursor protein (APP), 
resulting in the enhanced production of Aβ peptides. This implied a role for astrocytic Aβ in KA-in-
duced toxicity. Prof. KAR finally concluded that the results indicated that increased production/se-
cretion of Aβ peptides from activated astrocytes can contribute to neurotoxicity in KA-treated rats. 
Since KA administration can lead to neuropathological changes resembling TLE, it is likely that APP/
Aβ peptides derived from astrocytes may have a role in TLE pathogenesis.
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Events
Ceremony for the Conferment of Honorary Degree
The University of Macau conferred a Doctor of Science honoris causa degree on the Nobel  
Laureate in Chemistry, Prof.  Aaron CIECHANOVER, in recognition of his outstanding contributions to basic
scientific research on 12 June. After the ceremony, Prof. CIECHANOVER gave a lecture titled “The 
Revolution of Personalised Medicine: Are We Going to Cure all Diseases and at What Cost”, and  
attracted the attendence of many experts, scholars, faculty members, researchers and students 
from China and abroad.
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6th Macau Symposium on Biomedical Sciences 2019
FHS hosted the two-day 6th Macau Symposium on Biomedical Sciences 2019 on 12-13 
June. UM’s University Council Chair Dr. Kam Seng LAM, Rector Yonghua SONG, and Dean 
Chuxia DENG attended the opening ceremony. Prof. SONG and Prof. DENG delivered the  
welcome remarks. 47 world-renowned scholars and experts in biomedical sciences shared their  
latest research findings in the symposium.

The symposium featured 40 talks including precision medicine in cancer treatment, cancer  
immunology, translational  medicine research, etc., and attracted over 400 people including experts,  
scientists and researchers in the field as well as teachers and students from UM and local  
secondary schools.

125 researchers presented their research posters during the symposium and 8 of them received 
the “Best Poster Award”. They are Dong JIANG from Tsinghua University, Changshun HOU from 
City University of Hong Kong, Zhongsheng ZANG from Shenzhen Institute of Advanced Technology 
Chinese Academy of Sciences and Bo ZHU, Shan YU, Linjing SHEN and Yang YANG from FHS. 
Congratulations!
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Activities
High School Talk - Prof. Sanming WANG

On 6 June, Prof. Sanming WANG presented a talk “Can Cancer be Inherited?” at Kao Yip Middle 
School. He also promoted the FHS academic programmes to the students.



UPCOMING

For more information or submission of articles to be featured, please contact Ms. Mathilde CHEANG at
mathildec@um.edu.mo or 8822 4909.

JUNE / JULY
Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri
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FHS Postdoc/ 
Student Seminar
Host:
Prof. Gang LI and
Prof. Henry KWOK
Time: 17:00-18:00
Venue: N22-G002

B-CAT Meeting #12
Speaker:
Prof. Chris WONG
Time: 17:00
Venue: E12-G004

Qualify Examination
Mr. Bin HUANG
Supervisor : 
Prof. Kathy LUO
Time: 10:00
Venue: E12-1017

Qualify Examination
Mr. Shixue SUN
Supervisor :
Prof. Douglas ZHANG
Time: 13:00
Venue: E12-1015

Qualify Examination
Mr. Zixiang WEI
Supervisor : 
Prof. Xuanjun ZHANG
Time: 17:00
Venue: E12-4004

Qualify Examination
Mr. Shiyin ZHAO
Supervisor : 
Prof. Xuanjun ZHANG
Time: 13:00
Venue: E12-4004

Qualify Examination
 Ms. Jing LIU
Supervisor : 
Prof. Zhen YUAN
Time: 15:00
Venue: E12-4004

B-CAT Meeting #13
Speaker:
Prof. Lijun DI
Time: 17:00
Venue: E12-G004

Qualify Examination
Ms. Xia ZHAO
Supervisor:
Prof. Wenhua ZHENG
Time: 10:00
Venue: E12-1017


