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EVENTS
FHS holds an online symposium with over 130 participants

FHS held the 4" Symposium on Biomedical Sciences for Students, Post-doctoral Fellows and
Research Assistants 2020 online successfully on 19 May. Over 130 students, researchers and
academic in Macao, Mainland China and overseas participated in the online symposium. Five
speakers presented their research findings on cancer development, metastasis, and genetics based
on big data, the role of piRNA in dementia development, and metformin efficacy in a cell culture
model for retinopathy. During the event, the participants had in-depth discussions and exchanged
their research achievements in biomedical sciences.

Prof. Chuxia DENG welcomed all the participants and gave an opening speech for the
symposium. Prof. DENG mentioned the rapid escalation of the global health crisis of COVID-19, the
outstanding handling of the pandemic by the Macao Government, and the early response of FHS
by organizing a special issue of reviews to summarize rapid progress on the emerging disease,
which are highly cited by academics. He wished all the participants well in their own cities. Prof.
DENG also encouraged all the researchers and students to persist in their research work and hoped
that research collaborations could continue despite of the limitations of distance-education and
communication.

The symposium was held via ZOOM and Moodle. 35 posters presented research progress in
the fields of cancer, stem cells, genomics, bioinformatics, bioimaging, aging, neuroscience,
immunology, infectious diseases, and drug discovery, which were “walked” through by three tour
guides via ZOOM. The symposium provided a
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Prof. Ren-He XU gave a closing remark and concluded that this first virtual symposium of FHS was
a great success, and expressed his appreciation to the organizers, administrative helpers, speakers,
poster presenters, and audience.
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| Prof. Chuxia DENG gives an opening speech

| Group photos of the speakers and the organization committee

The Genomics, Bioinformatics, and Single Cell Analysis Core Organizes a ZOOM Technical
Seminar

The Genomics, Bioinformatics, and Single Cell Analysis Core organized a seminar via ZOOM on
20 May about the NextSeq 2000 Sequencing System. The core invited Dr. Thomas YANG, an
lllumina specialist from Taiwan, to provide FHS participants details on this innovative and advanced
technology.

With the improved sequencing capabilities of this platform, the workflow is easier to use while
driving down costs per Gb, and large data output can be generated in short turnaround time.
NextSeq 2000 is the first system to integrate DRAGEN bio-IT platform on-board which
accurately and promptly generates FASTQ data after sequencing run. Dr. YANG also mentioned the
benefits and performance of NextSeq 2000 in accessing multiple applications such as in single cell
genomics, RNA-seq, and ChIP-seq.
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For more information or submission of articles to be featured, please contact Ms. Mathilde CHEANG at
mathildec@um.edu.mo or 8822 4909.



